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Lily Peterson (Mrs Alert Larson) taught at the Lanesdale School 1908 to 1910.  This is her class.  

She is the teacher in the center back.  Stanley Larson is second from the right in the front row.  

Last day of Lanesdale School.  Beverly Larson third from right – second 

grade 

  



5 

Lanesdale School 1942    Back:  Bud Larson, Bernice Nelson, Agnes Glassell, ?, Corrine 

Hallberg, Mary Ann Miller, Orlon Ellefson, Irma Nelson, Lois Ellfeson, middle:  Bobby Fassett, 

Front: Donald Nelson, Bev Larson, Margie Ellefson, Mary Lou Ellefson 

Note the bare feet!  Most photos from Bev Larson Medvec 
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From the President  
   January 24

th
, noon at the Pizzeria in Dresser, WI is the Sterling Eureka and Laketown Historical 

Society Christmas party!  We chose to wait until after the Christmas rush to when we were getting 

cabin fever in January. Just show up ready to visit!   Order what you want and pay for your own lunch. 

Hope to see you there!   

   We had our fall election of officers in October and re-elected the same group as last year. I tried to pass 

along the president’s job, but as no one chose to run, I am back for a second year.  Maybe this time I will 

figure out what to do! 

   It has been a busy year for my wife Margo.  This summer she learned she had breast cancer and since 

August has been undergoing treatment.  The chemotherapy ends this week, and then she will have surgery 

and radiation through the spring of 2013. Things are going well, and we are expecting everything to be 

clear by summer.   In the meantime there have been many trips to the doctor and treatments in Rochester 

at Mayo Clinic.  We are staying at our Pine Island MN home during the treatment, making trips to 

Cushing when time permits.   

    2013 promises to be a busy year with us joining in for Memorial Day events, the Sterling Picnic, 

Cushing Fun Days, and putting on the 8
th

 annual River Road Ramble.  This year, the local Swedish club is 

celebrating Midsummer Day at the Cushing Community Center and we will assist with this too.   

    We have two rooms in the community center as our Memory Rooms.  We hope to have them open 

more often for local events and by appointments and add more local items to display.  Please think about 

us if you have items of local history to load or donate.   

    We had a good 2012 participating in many events and ended the year financially sound. We made one 

decision—not to apply for an official 501c3 non-profit status. We are a non-profit organization and were 

chartered under the Polk County Historical Society.   We no longer can be a sub-chapter, so had to decide 

if we needed to apply for our own registration.  The advantage would be that if someone gave us a 

donation of more than $250 they could write it off on their taxes. We tabled doing the application with the 

idea that if we changed our mind in 2013 or the future, we could still apply.  In the meantime, we continue 

to operate just as we have for the past 12 years.   

   We are always looking for volunteers, donations, artifacts, photos, and records to make the group and 

the museum better.  The current group of volunteers is excellent and we have been quite active.  So if you 

have an interest and some time or some money please consider joining in our efforts to preserve local 

history in our immediate area!    Happy New Year!       Russ Hanson 

       

An old 

damaged 

photo of the 

Lanesdale 

school.  

Unknown 

date and 

people. 

Maybe the 

clothing can 

give us a 

hint of the 

date.  Are 

knickers 100 

years old? 
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Elected Officers and Board Members 

Sterling Eureka and Laketown Historical 

Society November 2011 

  

Chair -   Russ Hanson   

2558 Evergreen Av, Cushing, WI  54006   

(715) 488-2776 (507-356-8877 Jan-Feb) 

russhanson@grantsburgtelcom.net 

 

Vice-chair -   Mark Johnson  

St. Croix Falls, WI 54024 

 

Secretary/Treasurer - Donna Blair 

St. Croix Falls, WI 54006 

 

Emeritus Chair – Marcie Marquardt 

quietmeadows@lakeland.ws  

 

Executive Board Members  

George Laier, Russ and Dottie Adams,  

LeRoy and Marlys Hedberg, Joan Swanson, 

Justin Swanson, Marcie Marquardt (I think!) 

 
 

Meetings are the 3rd Thursday of each 

month at 7:00 pm at the Cushing 

Community Center Back Entrance  

No Meetings December, January and 

February, March 

The Polk County Genealogical society is at 

the Luck Museum the second and fourth 

Mondays of each month from noon until 3 

pm.  They will help you do research on your 

family history.  No charge and no 

appointment needed.  Email us at  

polkgen@gmail.com and check our website at  

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wipolk/  

Order a book from SELHS 

    Postage included in price 
$13 A History of Making Maple Syrup  

$18 St Croix River Road Ramblings 2010 

$18 River Road Ramblings 2011 

$18 The St Croix River Road   

$18 History of Cushing Wisconsin I  

$18 Stories of the Trade River Valley  I 

$18 Stories of the Trade River Valley  II 

Check to SELHS, Box 731, Cushing, WI 

54006 

All profits go to SELHS to preserve local 

history.  Or go to Amazon.com and order.  

.   

Do you have an email address?  If so, send it 

to SELHSCUSHING@GMAIL.COM  and we 

will keep you up-to-date on what is happening 

with regular releases and send our 

newsletters directly and in color! 

SELHS is working together with the Sterling 

Picnic committee to help celebrate the 75
th

 

annual Sterling Old Settlers Picnic.  This will be 

on Sunday June 28
th

 at the Cushing Community 

Center—noon potluck.  A special program will 

celebrate the past 75 years 

We are also putting together a book 

commemorating the 75
th

 picnic and are looking 

for old photos of the Sterling picnic and area as 

well as short family histories and photos to 

include!  They must be into Russ Hanson by Feb 

15
th

 of 2013!   See address in the President’s 

column.   If you are from the area or your 

ancestors, don’t miss out in getting your family 

included!   

Summary Treasurer’s Report  2012 

Donna Blair  

Income:   Book sales:    $910 

  Memberships   495 

  Donations  180 

  Ramble Ads   80 

    Total    $1665 

Expenses 

  Postage  $120.09   

  Copies    274.44  

   Advertising  244.40 

  Printing Books  158.60   

  Post Office Box    48.00  

    Total   $845.53 

       2012 balance  plus  $819.47  

 

Total at end of 2012 in savings and checking     $7923.51

  

January 24
th

, noon at the Pizzeria in 

Dresser, WI is the Sterling Eureka and 

Laketown Historical Society Christmas 

party! 
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The Lanesdale School was located 

east of Cushing.  It is now in Balsam 

Lake, WI, a part of the Polk County 

Historical Society Museum 

Sterling Eureka and Laketown Membership Form 

 
Send completed       

form to  

 

SELHS. 

P.O. BOX 731 

Cushing WI 54006 

(LOOK AT THE 

DATE AFTER 

YOUR  NAME 

On mailing label 

For the last time you 

Joined (i.e. 2011) 

 

Annual Membership Levels 

Individual                  Student              Life (ind or couple) 

    $10.00  $5.00   $100.00 

All memberships in excess of $10 as well as any additional 

donations to the SEL Historical Society are fully deductible.  

 

Name _____________________________ 

 

Address____________________________ 

 

City _______________State____Zip_____ 

 

Phone_____________________________ 

Email_____________________________ 

 

 

January 24
th

, noon at the Pizzeria in 

Dresser, WI is the Sterling Eureka 

and Laketown Historical Society 

Christmas party! Please join us! 


